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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

 
This report is produced by the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in collaboration with humanitarian partners and the National Disaster 

Management Office of the Government of Lao PDR. It covers flooding in Salavan, Champasak, Attapeu, Savannakhet and Xekong Provinces. 
The next report will be issued when new information is available. 

• This report was prepared with information received prior to the arrival of Typhoon Wutip that reached 
Lao PDR late on Monday 30 September. Further updates will be provided as necessary.  

 

Highlights 
• About 224,200 people (32,356 households) in five southern provinces of Salavan, Champasak, Attepeu, 

Savannakhet and Xekong have been affected by floods  

• 280 families in Salavan and Champasak were evacuated with 3 deaths reported in Champasak 

• One hospital, five health care centres and nearly 100 ground water pumps were damaged by the floods 

• Food, drinking water and medicines are the immediate needs, especially in Salavan, Champasak and 
Attepeu 
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Situation Overview 
A tropical depression passed through Lao PDR from the South China Sea during 17-23 September and brought 
with it heavy rains, causing flooding in five southern provinces of Attapeu, Champasak, Salavan, Savannakhet and 
Xekong.  
 
The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) reported 224,176 people (32,356 households) in 740 villages, 
34 districts, were affected in the five provinces. On 26 September, the Vientiane Times Daily newspaper reported 
Champasak as the worst hit with 9,760 families in 200 villages across all 10 districts affected by floods including 
three deaths. World Vision reports that 40 of the 52 villages in the Soukhouma district in Champasak are 
submerged in flood waters.   
 
An early NDMO assessment in the five provinces indicated that a total of 23,772 hectares(ha) of rice fields, 452 
hectares of upland rice fields and 1,054 hectares of plant gardens in the five provinces were affected. Nearly 4,850 
rice storage units, 3,068 fishponds are damaged or destroyed. A large number of livestock were killed or lost 
including 109 cows, 81 buffaloes, 169 goats, 1,122 poultries and 7,967 poultries. 
 
Varying levels of flooding was experienced in all eight districts of Salavan.  Of the 280 families evacuated, 180 
were in Salavan and 100 in Champasak. Low-lying Khongxedon, Vapy and Salavan were the worst affected with 
more than 14,000 people in 185 villages affected, along with damage to 22,860ha of rice fields, 780ha of crops and 
more than 2,000 fishponds. The three districts are the rice bowls of the province.  
 
In Xekong, initial reports indicated more than 60 villages, 1,500 families and 450ha of farmland were affected in 
Xekong's Kalum and Lamam districts Information is still being collected in Thataeng district.  In Attapeu, water 
levels have gradually subsided in many areas, according to the provincial Labour and Social Welfare Department. 
Authorities are now focusing on Sanamxay District, where 29 villages and 118ha of agricultural land have been 
affected. 
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Public and private infrastructure including- 1,466 houses, 33 irrigation units, 26 bridges, local roads were damaged 
or destroyed. One hospital, five health care centres, 94 ground water pumps and 28 natural water pipeline systems 
were also damaged. 
 
In Salavan and Attapeu, the following needs have been identified- rice, drinking water, family kits and medicines for 
about 14,000 affected people especially those who have been evacuated. In Champasak, local authorities say they 
need 1,703 tons of rice, 1,000 boxes of canned fish, 1,000 boxes of dry noodles, drinking water and medicines to 
meet the needs of about 9,760 families. 

Humanitarian Response 
National and provincial authorities disseminated weather forecast and warnings ahead of the arrival of the storm to 
minimize impact. Local manpower and forces were mobilized by the provincial offices to evacuate people from the 
affected areas. 
 
In Champasak, provincial authorities have, so far, provided emergency food supplies, cash and some basic 
essentials, worth 184.6 million kip (US$23,530) from the state and private sector, to help the three worst hit districts 
of Soukhouma (largest number of affected villages of 45), Xanasomboun and Patoumphone. In Salavan, provincial 
authorities have provided aid worth more than 300 million kip (US$38,230) to Khongxedon District, the most hard-
hit. 
 
All provinces have called on the public to donate for the affected people. 
 
Some humanitarian UN agencies and INGOs including- UNICEF, World Vision, WFP, Care International, Oxfam, 
and Health Unlimited, have mobilized their manpower and resources to meet the immediate needs of the affected 
people, as well as , assisting provincial authorities in impact and needs assessment.   
 
In Xekong, Care International has assisted local authorities in assessing the initial damage, tracking of water levels 
and site visits to areas of risk. The International Red Cross is mobilizing food and essential items,  as well as, 
printing and disseminating various IEC materials developed by the Ministry of Health (MoH) on prevention of water 
and mosquito borne diseases as well as other flood awareness materials.  
 

Food Security 

WFP has provided support to  local authorities in assessment, and ongoing mapping of the worst affected villages 
in Champasak and Salavan. It has also provided food rations of one month to 4,400 people , in addition to another 
11,800 people in 8 districts,  initially identified asthe most food insecure. 
 
WFP and their governmental counterparts – the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food – are providing a one-month food ration to an additional 15,000 flood-affected people. This 
emergency food stock is from the ASEAN Plus Three Risk Reserves. World vision is also suppling food items to 
people in Soukhouma in Champasak.  
 
Oxfam in Laos will provide food relief assistance to about 2,000 flood-affected people in the 14 worst hit villages in 
Khongxedon District of Salavan. A total of 13 metric tons of milled sticky rice will be distributed on this weekend. 
 
In Attapeu province, Health Unlimited has provided 5.6 million kip  (US$715) worth of food and water to Sanamxay 
District. Its staff joined a government assessment to Sanamxay. 
 
The International Red Cross has distributed 150 MT of rice for 10,000 beneficiaries (one month supply) 

 
Health 
 
The International Federation of Red Cross has distributed 4,000 pcs of mosquito nets for 2,000 families (6 pieces 
per family).  
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Education  
 
According to initial UNICEF assessment, 146 schools and 154,282 students will be affected by the floods and will 
need educational material. Damaged school buildings will also need repair. 

 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

UNICEF has provided emergency supplies and distribution fund through Nam Saat to three provinces of Salavan, 
Champasak and Attapeu. Those items are from the UNICEF Nam Saat warehouse. Leaflets on the use of chlorine 
tablets, spreads of conjunctivitis and other issues have also been distributed in the field. 
 
The details are as below: 
 
In Salavan province, Central Nam Saat distributed to Khongsedon district 100,000 tablets of chlorine, 50 kg of 
chlorine powder, 1,440 each soap, 80 boxes water Purifier, 1,000 each collapsible water containers of 10 liters 
capacity. 
 
In Champasak province, Central Nam Saat distributed 50,000 tablets of chlorine, 50 kg of chlorine powder, 1,008 
each soap, 30 boxes water Purifier, 500 each collapsible water containers of 10 liters capacity. 
 
In Attapeu province, Central Nam Saat distributed 50,000 tablets of chlorine, 50 kg of chlorine powder, 1,008 each 
soap, 30 boxes water Purifier, 300 each collapsible water containers of 10 liters capacity. Total cost: 15,000$ 
 
World Vision is distributing water to villages in Champasak and the International Federation of Red Cross has 
distributed 12,000 pcs of soap and 4 MT of detergent (2 kg per family) to a total of 2,000 families. 

 

General Coordination 
The NDMO is the official government focal point for disaster response and coordination with the humanitarian 
partners and donor community. Through its provincial and local offices, the NDMO collects and shares information 
and updates on the flood situation, impact, needs and gaps with the humanitarian and donor community. NDMO is 
also in charge of inter-governmental coordination, information collection and sharing. 
 
The UNRCO coordinates humanitarian UN and INGO agencies under the Inter-Agency Standing Committee. It also 
serves as the IASC Secretariat and primary focal point with the NDMO. 
 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Glenn Dodge, Head of the Office of the Resident Coordinator 

Email: glenn.dodge@one.un.org and Tel: +856 20 555 14578 
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